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of copyrights and propriety rights resulting from the  
publication of the advertiser’s advertisements.

• �Publisher reserves the right to refuse advertising deemed 
inappropriate.

• �Advertisers who have contracted for multiple insertions 
at discounted rates and who fail to fulfill the terms of the 
contract shall be liable for payment for those ads printed at 
full, rather than discounted rates, plus any reasonable costs 
of collection.

• �Errors and omissions:  
* �The publisher will not be responsible for any omissions or 

errors if correct copy is not supplied by the advertiser by 
the closing date. 

  * �The publisher will not be liable for slight changes or 
typographical errors which do not lessen the value of an 
advertisement. In the event of an error for which the pub-
lisher is responsible, its liability shall be limited to repub-
lishing the advertisement or a suitable adjustment  
of the billing, not to exceed the cost of the incorrect  
portion of the ad.
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Our publications

Other placement opportunities

Print advertisements

Cover placement

Color printing

Art charge $50Size		         Single	        Contract*
		         insertion	        per issue
Full page     	        $1,250	        $900
Half page	        $950	        $700
Quarter page	        $700	        $500
Eighth page	        $500	        $375

Sixteenth page	        $400	        $275	

*Minimum contract is for four insertions

Display rates

Public School Montessorian (Quarterly)

Montessori Materials Guide (Summer)

Market place ads (Quarterly)

Montessori Community Directory (Spring)

A widely circulated purchaser’s 
guide to Montessori materials  
and services.

Classified ads are printed in the Public School  
Montessorian and posted at jola-montessori.com

The price per insertion (3 months for both the print 
and online run) is as follows:

Ads 25 words and less: 	         $25
Ads over 25 words: 	         $2 per additional word

 �An independent newspaper distributed free to 
every public and private Montessori school, training 
center and professional organization in the U.S.

Centers that advertise at the eighth-page level or 
larger are invited to provide up to 150 words at no 
charge in our annual special section. 

Distribute your flyer, catalog, postcard or brochure in 
our shrink-wrapped package at a cost substantially 
lower than mailing your own.

The directory of Montessori 
schools, teacher education  
centers, vendors and  
organizations  in the United  
States Montessori community.
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Exhibit Hall in a Bag (Summer)

Back cover: Full color: $1,800

Full color: Add $300
Spot color: Add $100 per color
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InDesign or Illustrator). Keep our deadlines in mind 
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Follow the child or the state? 

Near miss for Clark

Michael Dorer seeks a compromise

The first Montessori high school was a finalist to have President Obama deliver its commencement address. Dept. of 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan will speak instead.

By Jeremy Stratton

In the 100 years since its inception, 
Montessori education has stood solid 
on the foundation of Maria Montes-
sori’s teachings as it evolved into a 
proven modern method, respected 
around the world. 

Yet the movement has progressed 
without the existence of a planned, 
written curriculum to guide teachers 
and children in the classroom, according 
to research by Michael Dorer, program 
director of the Center for Contemporary 
Montessori Programs at St. Catherine 
University in St. Paul.

Dorer, immediate past president 
of the American Montessori Society 
(AMS), spelled out the need for more 
structured curricula in his 2007 doctoral 
dissertation, and he continues to hear the 
need from the Montessori educators with 
whom he consults.

While some find the idea of a 
planned curriculum antithetical to the 
Montessori philosophy of “follow the 
child,” others call for a strict, day-to-
day plan, said Dorer. He envisions a 
middle ground—one that sets out scope, 
sequence and expectations but involves 
local modification and respects freedom 
in the classroom and the interests of 
the child. 

Dorer believes such a curriculum is 
not only necessary in public schools, 
where teachers are often torn between 
state standards and Montessori practice, 
but that it could ultimately preserve the 

nature of Montessori. 

Survey findings: belief, 
practice and opposition

For his 2007 dissertation, Dorer 
surveyed 77 teachers and principals 
from 24 public Montessori schools in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin about their 
use of and opinions about Montessori-
specific curricula. Of the respondents, 
only 13 percent said they followed a 
written Montessori-specific curriculum 
document. (Dorer defines “curriculum” 
as “a formalized, written document, 
indicating scope, sequence, content, 
materials, presentations and grade or 
age level specific lessons.”)  

By contrast, more than 90 percent of 
respondents (out of 71) said they believed 
the use of curricula to be important. 

Asked why, respondents in favor cited 
consistency (21 percent), knowing what 
is expected (13 percent) and meeting the 
needs of the child (12 percent). Other 
reasons included alignment to district re-
quirements or state standards (10 percent), 
following or improving Montessori (10 
percent) and preparing for future levels 
(8 percent).

The 11 percent of respondents who 
answered that “albums drive the curricu-
lum” were mostly in opposition to a writ-
ten curriculum, and a similar percentage 
called the idea “a faulty plan.”

Of the vast majority that did not use a 
Montessori-specific curriculum, nearly 45 
percent said that teachers followed their 

Montessori albums. Another 20 percent 
followed their district’s non-Montessori 
curriculum, with some Montessori modi-
fications. 18.4 percent said they follow 
the children.

In his conclusion, Dorer recom-
mends further research with a broader 
geographic scope, including study of 
curriculum-related approach and ma-
terials in teacher-education programs 
(TEPs); understanding how schools 
with written curriculum documents use 
them; and especially the development of 
Montessori curricula that can be tested 
in schools.

What should a Montessori 
curriculum look like?

Three years later, in his offices beneath 
the campus chapel, Dorer outlined three 
major aspects of a successful Montessori 
curriculum. 

The first is a foundation of “core con-
cepts” of study, along the lines of the six 
subjects, that Dorer characterizes as es-
sential to human development. “Literacy, 
and other basic societal expectations, 
can’t be a choice,” he said.

The second is “a response built into 
the plan so that children can tackle the 
work at a level that’s appropriate for 
them,” he said. While a more gifted 
student might do research and writing, 
another child might approach the subject 
on a more sensorial level, like matching 

DORER continued on page 26

Dept. of Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan was scheduled to deliver the com-
mencement address to Cincinnati’s Clark 
Junior and Senior High School May 27 after 
the school finsihed in the top three in the 
Race to the Top High School Commence-
ment Competition.

 Clark Montessori is the first public Mon-
tessori high school in the United States.

The contest winner, selected by Presi-
dent Barack Obama, was Kalamazoo Cen-
tral High School in Kalamazoo, MI. The 
third finalist was Denver School of Science 
and Technology.

To get into the semifinalist group of 
six schools, Clark students prepared a 20 
minute video describing how the school is 
a model of educational success. Students 
showcased how the school engages them 
in learning, fosters personal responsibility 
and academic excellence, and prepares them 
to graduate from Clark ready for college 

Clark’s original video is viewable at www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5CosT6yKq8, and 
you can also visit their website—http://clark.cps-k12.org/—to read their original essay, 
their finalist essay and media reports of Clark’s journey.

or careers.   
More than 1,000 schools entered 

the competition, which asked them to 
demonstrate how they were promoting 
academic excellence and preparing stu-
dents for college.

The White House Domestic Policy 
Council and Department of Education 
narrowed the semifinalist list to six high 
schools.

After making the first cut, students 
worked with The Get Schooled Foundation 
to produce a two-minute video and prepared 
for open online voting.

The possibility of gaining more atten-
tion for Montessori education inspired 
some e-mail community organizing from 

at least two Montessori organizations. 
Both the American Montessori Society 
and the Montessori Foundation/Inter-
national Montessori Council sent out 
blast e-mails calling the attention of 
Montessori educators to the competition 
and Clark’s opportunity.

More than 170,000 people cast votes 
in less than three days to reduce the list 
from six to three schools. According to the 
competition website, the final three schools 
polled similar numbers.

“We knew all along that no matter what 
happened, we feel we already won,” said 
Rupa Townsend, principal of Clark. “The 
Clark community feels great that we got 
to share with Cincinnati how proud we are 

of our school. This is a great moment for 
Clark, but also for the school that won. We 
congratulate Kalamazoo.”

Of the 88 seniors in this year’s gradu-
ating class from  Clark, all are going to 
college. For one-third of the class, the 
graduate will be the first in his or her family 
to attend college.

In a statement, Duncan said that 
each of the semifinalists—Blue Valley 
Northwest High School in Overland 
Park, KS; Clark Montessori in Cincin-
nati, OH; Denver School of Science and 
Technology in Denver, CO; Environmen-
tal Charter High School in Lawndale, 
CA; Kalamazoo Central High School in 
Kalamazoo, MI; and MAST Academy 
in Miami, FL— “represents the best 
that American public education has to 
offer and has demonstrated tremendous 
dedication and grace throughout the 
competition.”
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